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Georgian folk polyphonic song has passed a long way of development and
perfection. During centuries a great treasure has been accumulated. The ep-
och of detection and popularization of great singers, song conductors, chant-
ers, and singing families, has arrived at the verge of the XIX-XX centuries,
when there started the process of their recording and fixing as well as of their
performing on the stage. Unfortunately, there have not been preserved any
materials of the activities and repertoire of the first groups of singers. Since
Lado Agniashvili and loseb Ratil’'s "Georgian Choir” (their first concert was held
in 1886) this mission was carried on by Sandro Kavsadze’s "Georgian group”
and their popularity was none the less then that of the former group.

The early representatives of the family of Kavsadzes, their previous genera-
tions, can be observed only since Grogol Kavsadze. He appeared to live in the
village of Khovle, and was a priest as well as a good singer and chanter. He
had a numerous family. From Grigol's children, brothers Sandro and Longinoz
and their progeny continued the singing and chanting tradition.

Representatives of the singing family of Kavsadzes: Sandro, Gigusha,
Datashka, Mikheil, Niko and Anzor Kavsadzes, have left their own handwriting
in the history of performance of the Georgian folk songs.

SANDRO KAVSADZE (1874-1939)

At the beginnings of the scenic performance of folk songs in Georgia there
stands the figure of Sandro Kavsadze. He has played a greatest role in the af-
fair of popularization of Kartl-Kakhetian songs.

“The flawless mastership of Sandro Kavsadze as that of a performer-solo-
ist, his colourful voice of rare beauty and wide diapason (tenor) and unusual,
original interpretation of the Kartlian way of singing all ravish the listeners, and
“Urmuli” and “Mtao, gadmishvi”, sung by him, remain as model examples till the
very present date” /Anzor Erkomaishvili/.

Sandro Kavsadze was born in 1874. His father taught him to sing, and in
singing and chanting he acquired mastership under the guidance of Simon Go-
glichidze in Gori Seminary. He appointed Sandro to be his deputy in the group.
In the same group Soso Jugashvili (loseb Stalin) used to master singing and
chanting. Sandro Kavsadze in the ages of 15 and 17 served already as song
conductor and attracted the attention of listeners with his excellent voice. In the
same period he was invited to be a soloist of Lado Agniashvili’s group.

In 1893 Sandro Kavsadze formed “Georgian group” in Gori, and in 1896, the
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same in Thilisi, in 1897, in Poti and started giving concerts all over Georgia.

In 1911 Sandro Kavsadze yielded his group to his nephew, Mikheil Ka-
vsadze, who had just returned from Moscow, and he went himself to work and
to create groups in the West of Georgia. He formed groups of Georgian folk
singing in Chiatura, Tkibuli, Zestaponi, Sachkhere and Kutaisi, lead pedagogi-
cal activities.

In 1930 the 30" jubilee Sando Kavsadze’s of work was celebrated and he
was awarded the honour of the Merited Art Figure.

In 1935 Sandro Kavsadze was transferred to Thbilisi and was commissioned
to create and prepare the ethnographic group of the East of Georgia for the
first decade of the Georgian art in Moscow. Sandro Kavsadze coped well with
this task.

In 1937, after the decade celebration, in Kremlin, in the Giorgievski Hall,
there was held the meeting between the members of Political Bureau and the
participants of the decade. According to the scenario, Stalin was the last to
enter. As soon as he entered, ‘hurrah’ was sounded. Stalin lifted up his hand,
made them all silent and looked around - he search for someone with his eyes.
The people became anxious, they didn’t know what to do... At last, Stalin asked
in a low voice: ‘Is Sandro here?’ Everyone breathed out with a relief. There
has formed a live corridor: in one end Stalin was standing and in the other
end, Sandro, and they were staring at each other. The first step was made by
Stalin, Sandro stepped forward as well, they met in the middle and embraced
each other. “You have not been changed”, told him Stalin and gave him a
pat on his shoulder. Sandro repeated the same gesture. The Leader repeated
once again: “Indeed you are not changed”... Then they talked over something
quietly; Stalin presumably told his friend: “You know, | am a great person and |
can do a lot. Ask me if you need something.”

“Present to me the pipe that you smoke with,” asked Sandro without think-
ing too long. To tell it in short, the pipe presented by Stalin is still kept in the
family of Kakhi Kavsadze, the famous actor, a grandson to Sandro.

After the decade celebration Sandro Kavsadze got ill and was hospitalized
in the Kremlin Hospital, his throat was aching. He has received a letter from
Stalin. On the envelope there was written in Russian: “To comrade Alexandre
Kavsadze, from Stalin.” And inside the letter was written in Georgian: “Cheers
to Sandro! | happened to learn from Egnatashvili that you are in the Kremlin
Hospital. This is bad, but doctors say about you that you will get better soon. If
you need anything, please, tell me, | am ready for all kinds of help, do live for a
thousand years. Your Soso. 1937."

After the decade Sandro Kavsadze's group was invited for a tour in Lenin-
grad (now St. Petersburg in RF). Because of the grave illness of the father, the
group was already lead by his son, Davit Kavsadze.

Sandro Kavsadze died in Thilisi, on 12" June 1939. He was buried on the
Vake Cemetery, in the Pantheon of Georgian Outstanding Figures.
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DAVIT (DATASHKA) KAVSADZE (1907 - 1952)

Datashka Kavsadze’s concise biography was first published in 1966, and
that even without the dates of his birth and demise. In this article the walk of
his life was ended with his mobilization to the Second World War and his death
in 1941 in Kerch. The truth is that Datashka Kavsadze lived until the age of 45
and died in 1952 in exile. His real biography is for the first time being written
now, in 2007.

Davit Kavsadze was born in 1907 in Chiatura. Since 14 years of age he
used to serve as song conductor for various groups of the West of Georgia. In
1929 he entered the second musical school of Thilisi. In three years time he
assimilated the whole course and became a student of the Faculty of Composi-
tion at the Conservatoire. Since his third year at the Conservatoire he changed
his faculty for Conducting. _

Since 1929 the brothers: Gigusha and Datashka Kavsadzes were the lead-
ing voices of Sandro Kavsadze’s group. In song conducting, too, especially
Datashka achieved mastership since his student years: he was always assist-
ing his father and was his deputy in the ethnographic group.

In 1937-1939 the State Ethnographic Group of the East of Georgia has
toured the cities of the Soviet Union with triumph under Davit Kavsadze's lead-
ership. In Moscow and Leningrad more than 22 songs were recorded on the
film. In 1939 ethnographic groups of the East and West of Georgia got united
and Datashka Kavsadze was appointed as the artistic director, together with
Kirile Pachkoria.

In 1941 Datashka, who was 34, was called up to the Second World War
and “he has not returned alive from there...” So ends Datashka Kavsadze's
official biography of the Soviet times. But so begins also the story which was
concealed and tabooed for a long time.

From the story recited by his son, Kakhi Kavsadze: “Captive officers were
executed by shooting immediately on the spot by the Germans. Datashka
was searched and a photograph was found: his wife and two small boys: me
and my brother. A German officer stared at the photo and then at Datashka
and said: ‘With such looks and such a wife and children, you cannot be
a communist.” Thus Datashka was saved then from the evident peril. We
didn’t know of his captivity for a long time: we thought he was dead. Only a
long afterwards we learned that he was in France, he had created a group
from the Georgian captives and used to teach Georgiah folk songs. Some-
how the photo of the group has reached Georgia and now this photo is kept
in our family. | have met a lot of people saved by my father. One Georgian
man told me in Australia: ‘I told your father | had never sung in my life. Go
then, go, save yourself, came the answer.” So he has saved a lot of people
from death. Whoever returned to the homeland, everyone was arrested and
exiled...”
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Is the repertoire of the group of the captives recorded, is it preserved or it
has vanished? It is difficult to answer. May be it is kept in any of the archives in
France. This is the subject of future investigations...

In December 1945 the group of captives should go to America for touring.
Instead of this Datashka went back to Moscow. He was told he would be ar-
rested. He wondered what his crime was, why he should be arrested. He had
not seen his wife and children for four years so he went to Thilisi, but was ar-
rested in Sochi...

His wife and children saw Datashka twice in the prison, and at their third
visit they were told that he was brought to exile. Tamar Tsagareishvili, his wife,
said at once that it was all ended and he would never come back...

Datashka Kavsadze died in 1952 in exile, or may be he was executed?! His
grave is unknown.

In 2007 it is the 100" anniversary since Datashka'’s birth. It is exactly to his
warm memory, that this edition is devoted.

MIKHEIL KAVSADZE (1880 - 1951)

Longinoz Kavsadze’s eldest son, together with his sisters and brothers (An-
dro, Niko, Lado, Vera) used to listen to the songs and chants in the family ever
since his childhood. It was from here that he assimilated them and grew fond
of them and served them until the end. The Georgian chants and concerts of
Ratil’s group, which he heard in his childhood, have left an inerasable trace on
the future song conductor. He remembers well-how Ratil used to write in music
scores the songs of Grandpa Grigol and Mikheil’s father and uncles.

There has not been such a period in Mikheil Kavsadze’s life and deeds that
he wouldn’t have a group of singers or that he would have ceased his peda-
gogical activities. Also permanently he used to publish articles on the essence
of the Georgian songs and chants, their nature, character and performability.
He used to collect songs, transform them in music scores, used to collaborate
with press as well. Mikheil Kavsadze’s groups are all participants of all festivals
since 1929.

This merited art figure, Mikheil Kavsadze died in Tbilisi in May 1951.

ANZOR KAVSADZE (1930)

Anzor Kavsadze, a grandchild to Sando Kavsadze, the eldest son of Giorgi
(Gigusha) Kavsadze, song conductor, one of the famous specialists of the cho-
ro song, was born on 7th August, 1930 in Chiatura. To this descendent of the
singing family, the mother was also a good singer: Alexandra Lezhava; it was
her who first gave him communion to the song, but he still remembers how his
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grandpa Sandro made him sing his songs. Anzor had good ears for music, he
used to sing well and played a little the piano, too.

During his school years he had a group and used to teach them the songs
which he knew. He graduated from the school in 1947 and in the same year
continued his studies in the Technical University. Genes and family tradition
used to draw him back to music still: in 1951 he was admitted to the group
singing and conducting faculty at the Thilisi State Conservatoire, from which he
has graduated with honours. In 1951 he used to be a postgraduate student in
Odyssey Dimitriadi’s class. In 1959 the twenty-six year old young man became
the chief conductor of the State Ensemble of Song and Dance of Georgia and
he lead it during two decades. Anzor Kavsadze'’s personal features: industri-
ousness, discipline, sense of time and high professionalism soon made their
impact on the Ensemble and they have won much success together. Together
with the State Ensemble he toured in 24 countries of the world. In the cities
of the Soviet Union he used to hold up to 100 concerts per year. It was under
Anzor’s leadership that the song performed by the soloists: llia Zakaidze and
Rostom Saginashvili, “Chakrulo”, was released into the galaxy (on board of
“Pioneer”) together with other outstanding achievements of the global civiliza-
tion.

This worthy heir of the singing family of Kavsadzes, the merited figure of
the Georgian art, Public Artist of Georgia, Professor Anzor Kavsadze spends
most of his time in his home place in Katskhi. He listens to the folk music and
is very happy that the Georgian youth is interested in the folk songs and that
we have a lot of brilliant professionals and thus the future of the folk art is in
faithful hands.
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State Ensemble of Folk Song and Dance of Georgia, 1939

40






