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“I myself am a devoted reader of The Archival Bulletin and both my family and | read this journal with great interest. The materials
published in the Archival Bulletin are interesting and appealing to any generation. This journal sheds light on our past and present. My parents
as well as my child are among the faithful readers.

The following factor is essential. All documents preserved in your archive are accessible to the people. Any person can study these
materials and learn about his or her past. The myth about the inaccessibility of these documents has been dispelled with the aid of your journal
and website. Although the site is accessible to a restricted group of people, such a high level polygraphical journal is provided for much wider
readership.

The idea of publishing The Archival Bulletin was timely and justified.We praise the successful initiative of our colleagues and consider it
to be an important step which has been taken for satisfying the interest of Georgian society. It would be better if the other archives followed the
example of your archive and published such a high standard and interesting journal as this one.

| thank everybody who took part in publishing The Archival Bulletin. You really deserve our gratitude as you have revealed a high level

of qualification and diligent work.

TEONA IASHVILI ( Director General of the National Archive of the Ministry of Justice of Georgia)
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MIKHEIL
LASHKARASHVILI:
COMPATRIOT AND

DEVOTED SON OF THE
HOMELAND

“Georgia can have no future unless

its past is treated with care, respect and love. We should
always remember those people who devoted themselves
to our country. Their graves should become sacred places

and their national goals our ideals.”

On the one hand, the history of Georgia is full of
heroes, sons devoted to their homeland and courageous
men. But on the other hand, this history reveals many
traitors who served only their own interests. The latter
prevented Georgia from becoming a strong and successful
country on the world map. It is up to history to judge them.
Now | would like to tell the story of those people who
played a major role in making Georgia what it is today.
The whole nation must be proud of their heroism. Their

lives must be an example to future generations. We must

' 8. Zaldastanishvili, “ The Uprising of Georgia in 1924,” p. 44.
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teach our children about their heroism, devotion and love.
Georgia has many heroes, and now | would like to tell you
a story about Mikheil (“Misha”) Lashkarashvili.

While many have recently learned about Kakutsa
Cholokashvili, a 20" century national hero, little is known
about those brave people who fought together with him
against the Soviet Union and the Georgian Bolsheviks.
They lived in the forests for years in the hope of saving
their country from aggressors, such as the Cheka, the
NKVD, the State Political Administration (GPU) and amoral
bureaucrats.

Lashkarashvili was one of these heroes, a kind and
hearty peasant from a poor family. Morality, courage and
love of country and friends were his main characteristics.
He was born in a village in Kvemo (Lower) Khandaki and
died in France. Little is known about his life.

In studying the archival documents, his file drew our
attention because of its dramatic nature. In addition, the
historian Giorgi Chaduneli, director of the Kaspi museum,
provided us with further information. We then went to
Lashkarashvili, the residents of which: the young people as
well as the old ones, characterized him as a hero.

A brief biography:

He was born in 1884, and in 1902-3 he worked in the
Yaralov Factory. He then worked at a railway joiner’s shop.
He took an active part in forming the first Marxist group.
During 1903-5 he was the chairman of the Field Court of
Guards and an active member of the Social Democratic
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Party. But soon, having realized the emptiness of Marxism
ideology, he resigned. In his memoirs he writes: “Those
who were not approved by the Marxists became the victims
of the terrorists. | myself was a witness to their treachery
while working in the factory. The Marxist Movement was
based on cruel behavior. They paved the path to power by
destroying innocent patriots. Although it is difficult to put
all of their brutalities into words, | still want to expose them
and shed light on their behavior so that future generations
will know all of the atrocities committed against Georgians
by the degenerate Marxists.”
According to Giorgi Chaduneli,
:"j‘. E

DO R vrra s
SN T nps FJ’_‘".-Qﬁp

ear PYAH VEQ R T dnrT-Cop
o ] COhpe
PYOers, Apsw
> PSkKenars Xo )
s AoNvayh;
' Bl
S&apy SHYVe, :

\C ﬁﬁx ATKAJ AR

npexveser pp
Nensueji ,

ko T.TAXHA3AB) R Cnaremaps Seia
B4 He pa

likv nres ¥3-e. MET¥EBsy

Y ToR.xomyn:
v CYPAMCKux
<9 Apr.f; 19

21 rens

i Mikheil Lashkarashvili, Recollections, The Republic, 1991.
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Lashkarashvili lived in his father’s house and took up
agriculture after the Bolsheviks came to power. His
compatriot Mnatsaka Adamashvili reminded the authorities
several times about Lashkarashvili's Menshevik past and
supposed crimes. Adamashvili was known in the village as
a teller of tales. After one of such denunciation against him,
Lashkarashvili had to seek shelter in the mountains, where
he joined the National Liberation Movement. This period
of his life is preserved in the Archive Administration of the
Georgian Ministry of Internal Affairs, fond no. 6, case file
no. 21317.

On April 29, 1921 the Political Bureau of the Gori
Region received statements from the following employees:
Arutsevi, Arakelova and Khemizuri. According to the
statements, Mikheil Lashkarashvili, a butcher of the
Menshevik authorities and chairman of the court martial
in 1919, was in the village of Akhalkalaki. He shot the
following communists: Shakhnazarovi, Zarapov and
Metskhvarishvili. Soon after, a punitive group went together
with the police officers with Arakelov and Inauri to the
village of Kvemo Khandaki to arrest Lashkarashvili.

A passage from the criminal file of Elene Chivadze-
Lashkarashvili: “ By 4 a.m. on April 29, | heard knocking
on the door. | got up and opened the door, though | was
only half dressed. Men in arms were standing before me.

They were preparing to conduct a search. In answer to my
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request to show a warrant, they said that their officer had

the warrant and they stormed into the house. One of them
stopped at the door, the other two came to the window and
one wanted to kill Mikheil Lashkarashvili, who was lying in
bed. | tried to hinder him but he pushed me and knocked
me down. Suddenly somebody pulled a trigger outside and
a bullet hit my mother-in-law. While | was trying to part my
husband and one of the aggressors, | was punched and fell
down. After a second shot | ran out, yelling for help. The
villagers seized some of them, while others managed to
escape. | am 32 years old and a Georgian by nationality. In
confirmation of my words |, Elene Chivadze-Lashkarashvili,
hereby sign my testimony.”

The villagers

locked the arrested |
policemen in
the Chikovanis’
Tower. Murad
Mamulashvili,

living in Kvemo

Khandaki, said: “The next day

Misha returned to mourn over
his dead mother. He left the
village without taking revenge
on the policemen. Misha was said to have watched his

11l Section of the Archive Administration of the MolA, .6, d. 21 317, p.25. (style is
preserved).
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mother’s funeral train through binoculars from the opposite

mountain. The Communists blamed him for his mother’s
death, while the head of the Gori Region police appealed
to the Political Bureau, stressing the fact that the death

of Lashkarashvili's mother and Tarkhnishvili were caused
by “the policemen of the Revolutionary Committee of
Akhalkalaki and Kavtiskhevi.” ' (Tarkhnishvili was a friend
of Mikheil. He was shot for the following words: “You would
not have invaded Misha Lashkarashvili’s house if you were
good guardsmen.”)

Mikheil disappeared. He gathered brothers-in-
arms and in 1922 he headed a guerrilla group during
the Khevsurian uprising. For some time he hid in the
settlement of Miriani. On September 14, after the defeat
of Katsiashvili, he became very discouraged and gave
up planning uprisings. In spring of 1924 he decided to
go to Europe through Ossetia along with his wife. But he
received a message from Kakutsa Cholokashvili, and all his
plans changed again.

Mikheil and his comrades had been in the forest near
the village of Botisi for four months when Kakutsa joined
them. The local residents supplied them with food and
tried to cheer them up. It is noteworthy that

none of the peasants reported the presence

Il Section of the Archive Administration of the MolA,
e = §

d. 21317, p.20.
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of these courageous men to the authorities. During this
time Elene Chivadze, Lashkarashvili’s wife, supported her
husband and the other rebels. She supplied them with
necessary information and ammunition. Mikheil himself
wrote: “My wife often took part in the combat and put
herself in danger...”

The uprising, later called the “risky venture of 1924”
by the Communists, was supposed to start on August 20,
but treason caused it to be delayed until August 28. Jugeli,
a leader of an external Kakhetian division, was exposed.

It was this very Jugeli who set Armenians on the sleepy
Georgians. But soon after he realized the treacherousness
of the Communists and he joined genuine patriots. He was
arrested, punished and was said to have been burned
alive. After this, the rebels decided to attach the regions
instead of Thilisi, a city in the hands of the Bolsheviks.

The rebellion committee assigned Kartli to Lashkarashvili.
Everything was taking place without pre-planning. Although
the Colonel Meskhi from Kvemochala did not know about
the delay of the uprising, he did not retreat and was
committed to his comrades to the end. On August 31, 1924
the Bolsheviks shot him, together with 22 innocent people
from Kvemochala and Amilakhvari. This was followed by
the misfortune of Elizbar Vachnadze in Manglisi. With the
help of a traitor the aggressors found out about a pending
attack beforehand and they were prepared for it. In spite

of that, Kakutsa managed to occupy Dusheti, Zemo
Kakheti, Karaiazi, Borchalo and began even to reconnoiter
Thilisi. But nevertheless the uprising ended in failure and
bloodshed.

“Moscow, represented by Ordzhonikidze, Makharadze
and Stalin, was prepared to destroy the Georgians.
Although the Cheka knew the membership of the rebellion
committee, it did not arrest them, since it intended to
use the uprising as a pretext to take revenge on the
Georgians. Their long-awaited day came and the uprising
was suppressed in blood.” The Communists “called on the
peasantry to destroy the nobles. The nobles were deemed
to be a fortress, and Marxism would never gain victory
without destroying that fortress. The Marxists demanded
that these people, who were the main force in the national
struggle, be killed!” 2

Georgia suffered a great loss. These people, who
had done a great service for their country, were not able
to flee abroad, and were instead shot. Their relatives were
not allowed to mourn them. Death was everywhere. Only

' Mikheil Lashkarashvili, Recollections, The Republic, 1991.
2 Ibid.
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the traitors reigned freely. Ordzhonikidze’s words became
an aphorism: “Let a million and a half Georgians be
donated to Russia.” It is up to history to judge people like
Ordzhonikidze. While their graves have not been dug up,
they have at least been removed from their pedestals.

At the beginning of October 1924, Kakutsa and some
of his surviving compatriots left Georgia for France. Soon
afterwards Lashkarashvli shared this fate.

Mikheil Lashkarashvili, from the village of Kvemo
Khandaki, the son of Pelagia, was full of strength and a
sense of justice. Nothing more was heard about him. The
villagers knew that he had been elevated to ministerial
rank.

There are approximately 400 graves of Georgians
in Leville Cemetery, and the following inscriptions are
engraved in two of them:

Mikheil Lashlkarashvili
Ilene Lashkarashoili

1884-71952
1884-1950




